[bookmark: _GoBack]EMD – Report on “Safety and Security” Workshops (Poole, 18-19 May 2017)


The maritime “Safety and Security” factor has been recognised as a key enabler of the Blue Growth strategy since industries operating in the maritime domain demand safe, secure and sustainable marine resources and waters. 

With respect to Safety, innovative projects were presented and discussed.
They addressed preparedness at sea focussing on developing and sharing practices. The projects’ aims are meant to support rescue operations in case of vessels facing hazardous conditions. Response teams are transnational by essence and request common codes and procedures to maximise interoperability and coordination between authorities. Preparedness implies educational cooperation and training where the European Coast Guard Function Training Network could provide support.
The safety projects could fit into regional maritime strategies e.g. in the Arctic in relation with the International Maritime Organisation (IMO) or Arctic Council.

Regarding Security, the EUCISE project has been presented.
The main aim of this pre-operational initiative is to prepare for setting up a Common Information Sharing Environment (CISE) which allows exchange of information across sectors and borders to maximise awareness and response. Since “nobody has a complete maritime awareness picture”, as quoted by a speaker, information sharing between authorities and Agencies is key to address concurrently maritime safety and security.
The EUCISE project originates from the Integrated Maritime Policy (2007) and the EU Maritime Security Strategy (2014). The speakers from Member States expressed a strong interest in the project. They suggested next steps should be considered from now on to pave the way of EUCISE’s future. Options should be discussed on how to address the transition of the project into operational structures dealing with awareness and response.
The governance dimension of CISE should be further explored and addressed such as the Member States’ role including the issue of balancing the commitment and the voluntary approach, transfer of Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), technical support, etc.
Coordination of CISE with the European Border and Coast Guard Agency (2016) should be fully considered and addressed. 


